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Europe Leading the Way in Sustainable Innovation: Interview with Carlos Bartolo 

In an exclusive conversation with Carlos 

Bartolo, an innovation and technology 

specialist, we delve deeply into the role of 

Europe in leading sustainable innovation 

and seeking a balance between 

technological progress, economy, and long-

term well-being. Bartolo offered us a 

comprehensive and insightful view of the 

challenges and opportunities faced by the 

region, highlighting the efforts undertaken 

to drive significant transformation. 

Europe, as Carlos Bartolo points out, plays a 

crucial role at the forefront of sustainable 

innovation, standing out for its strong 

presence in research and development in 

this area. With around 20% of the top 

technical publications originating in the 

region and an active community of over a 

million researchers dedicated to 

sustainability, Europe demonstrates a 

serious commitment to seeking innovative 

solutions to the environmental and social 

challenges faced by the contemporary 

world. 

However, Bartolo also highlights the 

challenges faced by the region, including 

market fragmentation and investment 

disparities compared to the United States. 

Despite significant advancements, Europe 

still faces obstacles to the effective 

implementation of innovative solutions due 

to policy incoherence and global 

competition. 

To address these challenges, Bartolo 

highlights ongoing initiatives such as the 

European Innovation Council, aimed at 

driving innovation in clean tech and other 

relevant areas. He specifically highlights the 

establishment of a dedicated €10 billion 

fund for this purpose, complemented by 

private investments, as a concrete example 

of Europe's commitment to sustainable 

innovation. 

In addition to funding, the interviewee 

emphasizes the importance of a holistic 

approach, which includes guidance and 

practical support for companies and 

entrepreneurs. He highlights the concept of 

a "one-stop shop," which aims to provide a 

centralized point of access to funding, 

guidance, and other necessary resources for 

the development of innovative solutions. 

This integrated approach is crucial to 

ensuring the success and effectiveness of 

sustainable innovation initiatives. 

Over the past five years, Carlos Bartolo has 

observed a significant shift in how Europe 

approaches and supports innovation. There 

has been a concentrated effort to improve 

the efficiency and effectiveness of these 

initiatives, including the introduction of 

figures such as program managers, who play 

a key role in guiding and coordinating 

regionally funded innovation activities. This 

more structured and collaborative approach 

has the potential to further drive Europe's 

leadership in the field of sustainable 

innovation and promote a more sustainable 

future for the continent and beyond. 



 

In addition to sustainable innovation, 

Bartolo discusses how Europe balances 

technological and economic progress with 

sustainability and long-term well-being. He 

highlights the interconnection between 

wealth creation, value management in 

companies, and the improvement of social 

well-being. He points to the healthcare 

sector as an example of how technology can 

be employed to address environmental and 

public health issues. The renovation of old 

and inefficient buildings is mentioned as a 

particular area of focus, highlighting the 

need to develop greener and more efficient 

technologies for construction and 

infrastructure maintenance. 

Bartolo also discusses advances in artificial 

intelligence (AI) in Europe, recognizing the 

predominance of American models but 

highlighting European efforts in emerging 

areas such as quantum computing and 

healthcare. While Europe may still lag 

behind in certain aspects, there is a growing 

momentum to develop innovative 

applications and technologies that can 

compete globally. 

In a final analysis, Bartolo emphasizes that 

Europe is undergoing significant 

transformation towards a more sustainable 

and innovation-oriented economy. Despite 

challenges, it is demonstrating a serious 

commitment to leading the way towards a 

more sustainable and prosperous future for 

all. The interview with Bartolo offers an 

inspiring and informed insight into Europe's 

efforts in this regard, highlighting the 

potential for ongoing change and progress. 


